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INSPIRATION ) _ , KATHRYN

Wesg;gset ;Z/rgzvg ,f S%ﬁ?t Our paddling guide includes the Intracoastal Waterway (ICW) and associated creeks from its ,. | _ g ‘ ABBEY
.P . ion with the St. Johns Ri h to the Duval I il ible for half-d -- | | HANNA PARK
and not let things happen intersection with the St. Johns River south to the Duval County line. Easily accessible for halt-day
because everyone takes or longer trips by paddlers of all skills and ages, this distinctive waterway is primarily bordered by
the comfortable view that expanses of pristine, protected salt marsh, pine islands, swamp, and hammock communities. Five
someone else is looking nature preserves are found along its path: Dutton Island Preserve, Riverbranch Preserve, Tideviews
after it. Someone else Preserve, Castaway Island Preserve, and Cradle Creek Preserve.
isn’t looking after it.”
SAVING SPECIAL PLACES —
i T JACKSONVILLE’S PRESERVATION PROJECT

These preserves are part of Preservation Project Jacksonville — the brainchild
of former Mayor John Delaney. The Preservation Project began as a land
acquisition program designed to direct growth away from environmentally
sensitive lands and waters. The project also sought, by taking sensitive land
out of risk of development, to improve water quality and create public
access to the natural and historically significant areas of our community.
Due to unprecedented partnering with other governmental entities,

Nantucket Ave.

_— ol 4 LEGEND

environmental organizations and private landowners, Jacksonville was able @ Launch Points ~£ ggﬂ?;éKayak
to acquire over 82 square miles of pristine Old Florida, forever saving it @ Boat Ramps Y
from development. Jacksonville now has the largest urban park system — , . Camping
84,000 acresp — in the country. i P Q GPS Coordinates { o
HISTORY OF THE INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY # Marked Paddle Trail Fishing
Spencer Midden and Timucuans A ICW Channel Markers ¥ Nature Trails
Europeans arrived in Florida in 1562. For over 10,000 years before Jean Ribault first sailed down Ilanda . Park & Preserves
the St. Johns River, people lived right here, in what would later be called Timucuan territory. The e X ) . Picnic Tables
Yl thought: these |  oldest known coastal village site on the American eastern seaboard is Spencer’s Midden, just north O o VN ¥ 5 Do T/ Vg Park & Preserves A & Grills
areas are just too of Dutton Island. Radiocarbon dating indicates the site was occupied 5,500 years ago. Villagers ROV Ry "W Salt Marsh Areas \
special. If we lose harvested oyster, coquina, small estuarine fish, and deer. Archaeologists are discovering these ‘ ([ ISP Salt Marsh Areas 35 Playground
them now to condos people had a much more sophisticated cross-continental trading network and spiritual culture e 5, x5 ® Mari )
Y and strip malls, we than was reported in the past. Channel Marke "4 - DUTTON arinas (i Restrooms
gt just could not -' ISLAND CAUTION DEPTHS
SRt getitback.. . .! Pablo Creek and the Construction of the ICW =37 * PRESERVE Need toshoal atlow tide. Restaurant
2 3’ Y _ John Delaney Up until the late 1800’s Pablo Creek meandered south from the St. Johns River before veering . CCESS O ¢ > or Concession
AW, west back into the cypress trees of what is now the Dee Dot Ranch in St. Johns County. In | \Fishing Pier/ g CAUTION AREAS a Water

1881 four St. Augustine entrepreneurs formed the Florida Coast Line Canal and Transportation - N _LO:'.’ fieok Rond West High Boat Traffic or Strong Gurrents awe
Company in order to design and construct a canal connecting Pablo Creek and all the natural " & o Dutton| ", « /A RESTRICTED WATER AREAS
lagoons afld rivers between ]a.cksonvdle and Miami. The .Fl.orlda legislature f:ncouraged the | Island This chart is not intended for navigational use.
construction of the commercial blueway and gave one million acres of public land to the company .

to facilitate the effort. The legislature required the waterway to be at least 50 feet wide and not less

' enter a swamp as a sacred than 5 feet deep at mean low tide. The work began in 1883 and was finally completed in 1912. ‘ Marke dDI;I;tIOdI}eIS'I!I‘aaIEIdGPIIgSgg‘(;? dinates
place — a sanctum sanctorum. The ICW as we know it today — a minimum of 125 feet wide and 12 feet deep at low tide — was Latitud Longi
There is the strength, the completed in 1965. atitude onqltude _
SR . 1 | 30°2010.4085 81° 26’ 1.9849
" Henry David Thoreau ~ Mythic Illanda 5 | 30°2022.3373" -81° 26’ 6.8908"
As you paddle north under the Atlantic Blvd. Bridge, look to the east and scan the shore of 3 30° 20° 30.9903" "81° 26 0.0421"
Atlantic Beach for about as far as the eye can see. This is the mythic land of Illanda. Once a Florida o 10 30° 20 46.4162" 81925 46.5804"
boom dreamer’s eye envisioned a modern Venice to be constructed here. In the early 1920’ his 5 —— —
advertisements spoke of “an exquisite suburb of islands” with a hotel, yacht club and land set 9 13 300 ZO, o172 _ '810 25, 50'9383”
aside for schools and churches. The Venetian element was to be the network of canal waterways @ 17 30° 21 : 23'0014" 61 25, 48'9835"
traversed by the residents in paddle boats and gondolas. The land which is now Dutton Island 18 30° 19" 37.8046 -81° 25" 32.3644
would have been “Plaza Illanda,” modeled after the magnificent Plaza San Marco in Venice, Italy. 20 30°19°45.2116” -81° 25 46.6474"
The dreamer/developer advertised “public baths like imperial Rome” where “leisured conversation 23 30°20°3.752" -81° 25" 47.5666"
is mingled with the latest chit-chat about books and sports.” The apartment homes were to be [
“tropically-tiled roofs and subdued Spanish structures which rise above their mirrored reflections TIDEVIEWS - Boat Ramps Address
on the dark smooth waters before them. Over all, rising like the vaulted dome in a great cathedral, PRESERVE Motorized Boats & Canoe/Kayak Access
will be the liquid blue of a Florida sky.” In 1929 the Great Depression came. The idea for the 1 m:yhpaoerlt %;ﬁg?np I£\1/I8a7y%(?r(t: %eénzggreet
Venetian development was abandoned and the vision of Illanda was scattered to the four corners 2 | 0ak Harbor Boat R 2428 Seaway Street
of memory. Fortunately, we still have our cathedral — the liquid blue Florida sky. ak farhor boat Ramp Jacksonville 32233
THE MAGIC OF THE SALT MARSH g| | 3 |Mike McCue Park Boat Ramp Jacksonill Beach 32250
W , _ Salt marshes can be breathtakingly beautiful, particularly in the late afternoon when the warm g 1 |
e do not inherit the earth licht of th h he color of o I h Aooded twi d £ . Marinas Bait & Address
A RN ight of the sun turns the grasses to the color of topaz. Our salt marshes are flooded twice a day 3 Tackle
borrowing it Rl St R by the highest tides in Florida. Winding creeks penetrate the marshes like arteries and veins. 5 [Moringstar ~ |4852 Ocean St
Waiting patiently in eddies or in the depths at the mouths of the creeks are large fish, ready to e Marina Mayport 32233
~ — David Brower feast on the lower members of the food web floating quickly toward them. As low tide arrives, one 2 | Monty’s Marina 4378 Ocean St.
St egf%’:;?erdr’arecﬁg)r can see muddy tidal flats extending from the marshes. Shorebirds flock to the flats and probe the ’ o Mayport 32233
N mud with their tool-like beaks looking for fiddler crabs and other mud-dwellers. When the tides ? OO)QQ’ 3 |Palm Cove Marina . ]gggg)ﬁ&ﬁghsggglgvard #100
reverse, flooding the oyster bars and salt marsh, all kinds of organisms move in, using the marshes’ /55‘ | 2 Cros 4 |Beach Marine . [2315 Beach Boulevard
vegetation for food and cover. The moving water is the magic facilitator — exchanging nutrients ‘ ‘ 4 | Jacksonville Beach 32250
and organisms between the marsh and the surrounding estuarine o : |
environment. All living things in the salt marsh are hearty survivors ‘ Launch Points Address Description
— they must be able to withstand fluctuations in levels of water, Holiday Canoe/Kayak Access Only : _
Harbor Skill Level: Intermediate.

sahnlty, tCMpErature, wave energy, and oXygen. Since these waters Dutton Island Preserve* | 1600 Dutton Island Rd W.|Accessibility: Launch #1- Dock Launch. Parking, Cradle

: 4 areso shal!ow, their temperatures can vary from below freezing on Shats 2 WS 125 Tide Access Atlantic Beach 32233 |System, Grab Bars.
Y "‘manatees = a winter mght to subtroplcal the fOllOWlng day at noon. Some -3 \CASTAWAY' o Launch #2- Shoreline & Dock Launch. Close Parking.
1 — days are calm; others see fearsome winds blow in off the ICW:. S UISLAND .’;" Y .. * For camping reservations at Dutton Island Preserve contact: City of Atlantic Beach Recreation Dept. 904.247.5828 or www.coab.us
S oty - G
Ml Spending time in the salt marsh opens a treasure for the senses. "J‘EB.ESERVE e e Tideviews Preserve  |W. 1st Street Skill Level: Intermediate. Dock Launch.

3-41. No Access at Low Tide  |Atlantic Beach 32233  |Accessibility: Long Boardwalk to Dock.

Castaway Island

PDUR RN TIY

POPULAR SPORT FISH 2921 San Pablo Road S. [Skil Level: Intermediate. Dock Launch
FLOUNDER S % S |Preserve chksgr?\r/]i": gé’zz‘f" ) Ac::esgi‘::;li.tyn: I?‘;Tk?n;a Sdowks.
dragonfly HABITAT: Channel edges on sandy bottoms near tidal passes and docks. .z ' Chanmel * No Access at Low Tide
"Puffy cumulus FISHING Use live shrimp, sand fleas, sardines, pinfish or %7 Marker 6 ’(‘II(I?)dAI(?chrseg’[l(LI:\rveﬁg;V; 32(?k1sc5);[1r\]/iﬁg?3fach Skill Level: A.dvanced. Dock Launch.
CAOUgS Sail above TIPS: jigs bounced slowly along the bottom as you drift. - s Big Drop Off Dock 32250 Accessibility: Long Trail to Dock.
the horizon _ o
, SEASON: All year. - = — CAUTION! PLAN TRIP AROUND TIDES!
bounded by . . . > 10 fish dav allowed 4 ’N'ﬂ‘ * | ROTARY PARK |
islands, marsh, SIZE: Minimum 127, 10 fish per person per day allowed. | pn Bl {‘ \ Jacksonville
Mike McCue ) .
and an azure space of sky REDFISH (RED DRUM) | 8 Vike M Cu &> Boach Pier
and water. | am insignificant HABITAT: Near docks and pilings, deeper holes in seagrass beds, oyster . | Ramp
in this space, but | am a part beds and channels during the warmest and coolest months. _ - as |
of it nonetheless. FISHING Use live shrimp fished on bottom or free-lined, soft- ; g -
_ —Jeff Ripple  « | TIPS: bodied jigs bounced slowly along bottom, or small gold spoons. © N 8 | Beach Blvd Sea Wal
§§ - | SEASON: All year. e | o : Pavillion
- | SIZE: Not less than 18” or more than 277, 1 fish per person per day allowed. 8 sie of Faims GPS Coordi
{  Zii SHEEPHEAD |~ || Y Q oordinates
X .‘_‘-"-"':'_h . " . o1 h‘ : o
29 HABITAT: Near .brldge.s, docks, seawalls, pilings or any underwater structure. =1 Latitude Longitude
L \&}\? FISHING Use live shrimp, sand fleas, or small crabs on small hook. . =
\ i _=Show ) ] ) : , ' ) , '
A\ 4 TIPS: Fish just off the bottom and on first tug, strike hard. S | 1 30°21°26.914 81°26 21.881
N . SEASON: All year. Z Ik 2 30°20°10.4" -81°26°02.1
SIZE: Minimum 127, 15 fish per person per day allowed. E | 3 30°19'34.8” -81°25738.6”
SNOOK LM) 4 30° 19’ 31.1 82" -81° 26’ 19.808"
HABITAT: Canals, tidal creeks, and other deep, warm waters in cool months; near 2 |f = 5 30° 19" 16.891 -81°26"15.740
tidal passes, mangrove fringe and along the beaches in warmer wether. 8 pablo Keys L‘f CREEK 6 30° 18: 25.935: -81° 25: 27.056:
FISHING Use live shrimp, small mullet, live pigfish, sardines, jigs or = PRESERVE 7 30°17°41.260 -81°25°28.189
. "The sky clears. . TIPS: minnow-like lures, either free-lined or on a bobber.  <=# g | 8 30°17°23.326" -81°2511.590"
and up comes the sun like SEASON: Closed December 1-February 28 and May 1-August 31. E It 9 30°16°59.257" -81°25"17.101"
a god, pouring his faithful SIZE: Not less than 28” or more than 337, 1 fish per person per day. N | 10 30°16°29.087" -81°25°16.881"
beams across the [swamps] SPOTTED SEATROUT | 3|l 11 30°16°7.971" -81°25'20.153"
and forest, lighting each HAB ] - i : :
peak and S c/%th/ng ITAT: Seagrass beds during moderate water temperatures, S island of 12 30° 15’ 36.096” -81° 25" 40.139"
TN e T ight deeper waters during warmer and cooler months. @ i South Palms l I .
and dissolving the seeming FISHING Use live shrimp, pigfish, soft-bodied jigs or 8 | Route Descriptions - Background colors in this chart correspond to the colors of the routes indicated on map.
chaos of darkness into TIPS: minnow-like lures, either free-lined or on a bobber. . 2] || . . .| Starting | . . N ONE WAY Avg.
varied forms of harmony. SEASON: Closed November-December. N ~ | Trail Location/Description Point Directions from Starting Point Paddle Times
The ordinary work of the . » » Fish illustrations by Diane Rome Peebles. | F3 Dutton Island to 2.28 ONE WAY. Head north on Intracoastal until you head west on creek
world goes on....” SIZE: Not less than 15” or more than 207, 4 fish per pCI‘SOil /ér;)r\’/;ce/fvccla l;g rfhce;/%ﬁgih & Wildlife S Oak Harbor LP 2 orth of Dutton Island, then take left at fork, then right at next fork. el
— John Muir per day, only  fish per person may be more than 20”. = I Tideviews Preserve LP 3 1.06 miles ONE WAY. Stay right at 0.50 mile mark, turn left after 0.70 45 minutes
. ; ease note that fisning regulations change frequently; check with autnorities for current size to Dutton Island mile mark.
(founder of Sierra Club in 1892) P h ﬁb‘ g 78 lati h gﬁq l)’ heck with horiti f . &
‘ i limits and closed seasons by visiting www.mytwc.com/fishing/saltwater/recreational/ E —

Mike McCue Boat 2.59 miles ONE WAY. After going under Beach Boulevard Bridge,

Ramp o Butler BR3 take second left into creek, go right at the fork, then left at next fork
p _ to stay in creek, and then veer right at next fork. Then take third

Boulevard Bridge available left to stay in creek heading towards bridge.

KEY: BR= Boat Ramp LP= Launch Point

\ I

For more information about the history, the waterways, wildlife, paddle tips, tides, and much more along the Jacksonville Intracoastal Salt Marsh Paddling Trails, visit:

fwﬁ www.jaxintracoastalpaddling.org

This paddling guide is brought to you by the Public Trust Environmental Legal Institute of Florida, Inc.
(Public Trust), in partnership with the City of Atlantic Beach, the City of Jacksonville, the City of Jacksonville
Beach, Kayak Amelia, Kayak Adventures Florida, and Jax Surf and Paddle.

The mission of the Public Trust is the zealous protection of the Preservation Project properties as well as other
federal and state protected lands and waters, and the promotion of the use and enjoyment of these natural areas.
More extensive information about the history and ecology of this area, accessible parks, areas to visit, interesting
features, critters, and tides, as well as printable maps and links to partner and other websites, a calendar, and
messageboard may be found at: WWW.jaxintracoastalpaddling.org

1.5 hours

A

Approx. scale

1 mile

This publication was funded in part through a grant agreement from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida Coastal Management Program, by a grant
provided by the Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management under the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Award No. NA16NOS4190120 The views, statements, findings, conclusions and recommendations expressed herein are those of the authors and do not

s & © lllustrations and design: . . . . . . .
W atticioss9l Gamailicorn 941.957.8 e Copies of this guide may be requested from the Public Trust or its partners (or via the website).
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